Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, October 4, 2026 - 11:15am

Pre-service Music

Invocation
(P] In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation LSB 151
(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9

Confession of Sins LSB 151

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(Silence for prayerful confession)
Absolution

Song:
“Who Am I”
by Mark Hall

Who am | that the Lord of all the earth, Would care to know my name
Would care to feel my hurt
Who am | that the Bright and Morning Star, Would choose to light the way
For my ever wand'ring heart

(Bridge) Not because of who | am, But because of what You've done
Not because of what I've done, But because of who You are



(Chorus) | am a flower quickly fading, Here today and gone tomorrow
A wave tossed in the ocean, A vapor in the wind
Still You hear me when I'm calling, Lord You catch me when I'm falling
And You've told me who | am, | am Yours | am Yours

Who am | that the eyes that see my sin
Would look on me with love and watch me rise again
Who am | that the voice that calmed the sea, Would call out through the rain
And calm the storm in me

(Bridge), (Chorus), (Bridge), (Chorus)

Song:
“Your Name”
by Paul Baloche

Verse 1: As morning dawns and evening fades
You inspire songs of praise
That rise from earth to touch Your heart
And glorify Your Name

Chorus: Your Name is a strong and mighty tower
Your Name is a shelter like no other
Your Name let the nations sing it louder
'Cause nothing has the power to save
But Your Name

Verse 2: Jesus in Your Name we pray
Come and fill our hearts today
Lord give us strength to live for You
And glorify Your Name

(Chorus)
(Interlude)
Your Name is a strong and mighty tower
Your Name is a shelter like no other
Your Name let the nations sing it louder

'Cause nothing has the power to save

(Chorus)



Prayer Time Concluded with Our Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Welcome & Installation of Lutheran Women in Mission Officers
Pastor Tim Eden

Children’'s Time Pastor Tim Eden

Old Testament Reading Judges 2:11-20a

" And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals.
12And they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the
land of Egypt. They went after other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were
around them and bowed down to them. And they provoked the LORD to anger. *They
abandoned the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. *So the anger of the LORD
was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to plunderers, who plundered them. And
he sold them into the hands of their surrounding enemies, so that they could no longer
withstand their enemies. "Whenever they marched out, the hand of the LORD was against
them for harm, as the LORD had warned, and as the LORD had sworn to them. And they were
in terrible distress.

!Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who
plundered them. "Yet they did not listen to their judges, for they whored after other gods
and bowed down to them. They soon turned aside from the way in which their fathers had
walked, who had obeyed the commandments of the LORD, and they did not do so.
¥ Whenever the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was with the judge, and he saved
them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge. For the LORD was moved to
pity by their groaning because of those who afflicted and oppressed them. '"But whenever
the judge died, they turned back and were more corrupt than their fathers, going after other
gods, serving them and bowing down to them. They did not drop any of their practices or
their stubborn ways. 2°So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, ...

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 96:1, 2
Oh sing to the LORD a new song;
Sing to the LORD, all the earth!
Sing to the LORD, bless his name;
Tell of his salvation from day to day. Amen.



Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 8

!Concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” This
“knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. 2If anyone imagines that he knows something, he
does not yet know as he ought to know. *But if anyone loves God, he is known by God.

*Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no real
existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” *For although there may be so-called gods in
heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”— Syet for us there is
one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

"However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former association with
idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 3Food
will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we
do. *But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the
weak. °For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will he not
be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? ''And so by your
knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. *Thus, sinning
against your brothers and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.
BTherefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother
stumble.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Reading Matthew 6:22-33
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

22“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full
of light, ?*but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in
you is darkness, how great is the darkness!

2%No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.

2“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you
will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the
body more than clothing? *Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?
2"And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 2And why
are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither
toil nor spin, ?yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.
39But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown
into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 3! Therefore do not be
anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’



32For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them all. **But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will
be added to you.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Sermon: Mine! A Really Old Problem--gods over God for Wealth Pastor Randy Bard
Our Offerings to the Lord

(Members & guests please fill out the attendance card found in the pew and place it in the
offering plate. E-Giving available online at www.blcbcs.org,

The Service of Holy Communion

Preface Prayer
(P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth,

For You have shown us mercy beyond what we could ever imagine. You gave for
us Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but


http://www.blcbcs.org/

have eternal life. We thank You for the redemption You have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit into our hearts that He may establish
in us a living faith and prepare us joyfully to remember our Redeemer and receive
Him Who comes to us in His body and blood. Amen.

Pastor Speaks the Words of Institution

Peace of the Lord
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you. Amen and Amen.

The Congregation shares "The Peace of the Lord".

Distribution of the Sacrament and Songs:

“Living Hope”
By Phil Wickham & Brian Johnson

How great the chasm that lay between us
How high the mountain | could not climb
In desperation | turned to heaven
And spoke Your name into the night
Then through the darkness Your loving-kindness
Tore through the shadows of my soul
The work is finished the end is written
Jesus Christ my living hope

Who could imagine so great a mercy
What heart could fathom such boundless grace
The God of ages stepped down from glory
To wear my sin and bear my shame
The cross has spoken | am forgiven
The King of kings calls me His own
Beautiful Savior I’'m Yours forever
Jesus Christ my living hope

(Chorus):

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free
Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain
There’s salvation in Your name
Jesus Christ my living hope

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free



Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain
There’s salvation in Your name
Jesus Christ my living hope

Then came the morning that sealed the promise
Your buried body began to breathe
Out of the silence the Roaring Lion
Declared the grave has no claim on me

Then came the morning that sealed the promise
Your buried body began to breathe
Out of the silence the Roaring Lion
Declared the grave has no claim on me

Jesus Yours is the victory whoa

(Chorus):

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free
Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain
There’s salvation in Your name
Jesus Christ my living hope

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free
Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain
There’s salvation in Your name
Jesus Christ my living hope

(Tag):
Jesus Christ my living hope
Oh God You are my living hope

“Once Again”
by Matt Redman

Verse 1: Jesus Christ, | think upon Your sacrifice
You became nothing, Poured out to death
Many times I've wondered, At Your gift of life
And I'm in that place once again, I'm in that place once again



Chorus: Once again | look upon the cross where You died
I'm humbled by Your mercy and I'm broken inside
Once again | thank You, Once again | pour out my life

(Verse 1), (Chorus)

Thank You for the cross, Thank You for the cross
Thank You for the cross my Friend (repeat)

(Chorus)

Now You are exalted to the highest place
King of the heavens where one day I'll bow
But for now | marvel at this saving grace
And I'm full of praise once again, I'm full of praise once again

Benediction
Closing Song:

O Church Arise (Arise Shine)
By Keith Getty, Stewart Townend, Chris Tomlin

Verse 1

O church arise and put your armour on

Hear the call of Christ our Captain
For now the weak can say that they are strong
In the strength that God has given
With shield of faith and belt of truth

We'll stand against the devil's lies

An army bold whose battle cry is Love
Reaching out to those in darkness

Verse 2
Our call to war to love the captive soul
But to rage against the captor
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole
We will fight with faith and valour
When faced with trials on every side



We know the outcome is secure
And Christ will have the prize for which He died
An inheritance of nations

Chorus
Arise shine for your Light has come
Arise shine for the risen Son
Lift your eyes we are His radiant bride
Arise O Church arise

Verse 3
Come see the cross where love and mercy meet
As the Son of God is stricken
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet
For the Conqueror has risen
And as the stone is rolled away
And Christ emerges from the grave
This victory march continues till the day
Every eye and heart shall see Him

Verse 4
So Spirit come put strength in every stride
Give grace for every hurdle
That we may run with faith to win the prize
Of a servant good and faithful
As saints of old still line the way
Retelling triumphs of His grace
We hear their calls and hunger for the day
When with Christ we stand in glory

Chorus
Arise shine for your Light has come
Arise shine for the risen Son
Lift your eyes we are His radiant bride
Arise O Church arise

(Repeat Chorus)
Announcements
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