Second Weekend of Easter
Saturday, April 11, 2026 - 4:00pm
Sunday, April 12, 2026 - 8:30am

Prelude
Hymn of Invocation: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia LSB 463
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1 Christ the Lord is ris’n to - day; Al - le - lu - ia!
2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Al - le - lu - ial
3 Hail, the vic-tim un-de - filed, Al - le - lu - ial
4 Chris - tians, on this ho-1ly day, Al - le - lu - ia!
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Chris-tians, has - ten  on your way; Al - le - lu - ia!
Sin - less in the sin - ner’s stead. Al - le - lu - ia!
God and sin-ners rec-on - ciled, Al - le - lu - ia!
All  your grate - ful hom-age pay; Al - le - lu - ia!
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Of - fer praise with love re - plete, Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Al - le - lu - ia!
When con - tend - ing death and life, Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Al - le - lu - ia!
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At the pas-chal vic - tim’s feet. Al - le - lu - ia!
Now He lives, no more to die. Al - le - lnu - ia!
Met in strange and awe - some strife. Al - le - lu - ia!
Now He lives, no more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!

Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1809-81, alt.
Tune: Robert Williams, c. 1781-1821
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Invocation
(P] We begin in the Name of the Father,
Who raises His only Son, so that we might have life.
(P} We begin in the Name of His Son, Jesus Christ,
Who redeemed us on the cross with His own blood.
(P] We begin in the Name of the Holy Spirit,
Who comforts us, and gives us power to live. Amen. Christ is risen, Alleluia!



Exhortation LSB 203
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. Psalm 130:3

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, and call upon Him in prayer and praise, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

(Silence for prayerful confession)

Absolution

Service of the Word

Introit: Psalm 148
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Praise the Lord!

Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights!

Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts!

Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars!

Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!

Let them praise the name of the Lord! For he commanded and they were created.
And he established them forever and ever; he gave a decree, and it shall not pass away.
Praise the Lord from the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps,

Fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling his word!

Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!

Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and flying birds!

Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!

Young men and maidens together, old men and children!
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Let them praise the name of the Lord, For his name alone is exalted; his majesty is
above earth and heaven.

He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his saints, for the people of Israel
who are near to him.

Praise the Lord!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Hymn of Praise: O Sons and Daughters of the King LSB 470 sts. 1-2
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10 sons and daugh - ters of the King, Whom heav’n - ly
2 That Eas - ter morn, at break of day, The faith - ful
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hosts in glo-ry sing, To - day the grave has lost its sting!
wom - en went their way To seeck the tomb where Je - sus lay.
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Al - le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia, al-le-1u - ia!
Al - le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia, al-le-1u - ia!

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615
Text and tune: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your
grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.



Welcome Saturday - Pastor Tim Eden; Sunday - Pastor Randy Bard
Children's Time (Sunday) Pastor Tim Eden

First Reading Acts 5:29-42

2But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. *°The God of
our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. *'God exalted him at his
right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. **And
we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those
who obey him.”

33When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. **But a Pharisee in the
council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and
gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. ¥*And he said to them, “Men of Israel,
take care what you are about to do with these men. **For before these days Theudas rose up,
claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was
killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. *’ After him Judas the
Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He
too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. **So in the present case I tell you,
keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man,
it will fail; *but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be
found opposing God!” So they took his advice, “*and when they had called in the apostles,
they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. *' Then
they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer
dishonor for the name. “*And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not
cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6
Christ has risen from the dead.
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor.
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands;
He has put all things under his feet. Amen.

Epistle 1 Peter 1:3-9
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, “to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for
you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you



have been grieved by various trials, "so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more
precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise
and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. *Though you have not seen him, you
love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is
inexpressible and filled with glory, *obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of
your souls.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
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These things are writ-ten that you may be -lieve that
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 20:19-31

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,
“Peace be with you.” 2?When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. ?'Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 2’If you forgive the sins of
anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

2*Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came.
23S0 the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I
see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and
place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”



2Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
2"Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand,
and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” *®Thomas answered him, “My Lord
and my God!” ?Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

3%Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in
this book; *'but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,



who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

Hymnhof the Day: This Joyful Eastertide
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1 This joy - ful Eas - ter - tide A - way with sin and
2 Death’s flood has lost its  chill Since Je - sus crossed the
3 My flesh in hope shall rest And for a sea - son
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Has sprung  to life  this mor - TOW:
pass - ing soul de - liv - er:
Shall ~ wake the dead in num - ber:
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Had Christ, who once was slain, Not burst His three-day pris - on,
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ris-en, a - ris - en; But now has Christ a - ris - en!

Text: George R. Woodward, 1848-1934
Tune: Davids Psalmen, 1684, Amsterdam
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon: Witnesses to These Things

Hymn Response: Rejoice, Angelic Choirs
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1 Re - joice, an - gel - ic choirs! Cre - a - tion,
2 In ra - diance of His light, The ev - er -
30 Church of Christ, re - joice! God’s faith - ful

LSB 482

Pastor Tim Eden

OAR 211
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join  and sing; Sound forth the trum - pet
last - ing King Earth’s an - cient dark - ness
peo - ple, sing; Clothed in the bright - ness
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to pro - claim The tri - umph of  our King!
o - ver - throws, For - ev - er ban - ish - ing!
of this light, God’s house with prais - es ring!
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Re - joice, give thanks,and sing!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955

Tune: Arthur H. Messiter, 1834-1916

Text: © 1997 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OAR Hymn License no. 110005020
Tune: Public domain

Offering
(Members & guests please fill out the attendance card found in the pew and place it in the
offering plate. E-Giving available online at www.blcbcs.org)

Prayer of the Church
Those for whom we are praying are listed in the bulletin. Each petition of the prayer will
end, "Lord, in Your Mercy." The worshipers respond, "Hear our prayer.”

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Benedicamus

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

Hymnnto Depart: Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won
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1 Je - sus lives! The vic - t'ry’s won!
2 Je - sus lives! To Him the throne
3 Je - sus lives! For me
4 Je - sus lives!
5 Je - sus lives! And now

I know full
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From the grave
Live and reign
Praise to Him
Part me  now
When 1 pass

from Christ for

of life
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is  done!
is gone,
a - bide,
of hell
bling breath
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All I
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Faith  shall
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scenes will then com-mence;
faith - ful; doubt-ings, hence!

need God will
be my sure

cry, as fails each sense:

Text: Christian Fiirchtegott Gellert, 1715-69; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812-97, alt.
Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662

Text and tune: Public domain

Announcements

Postlude
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