Making Disciples!
January 7—21, 2021

Don’t Forget!
Sunday School and Adult Bible Classes are
Starting back up THIS WEEKEND!
Saturday night Bible Class at 5:00pm
Sunday morning SS & BC at 10:00am

See You There!
Bd of Community Service
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday Barbecue!
A Benefit for HOPE Pregnancy Center
Sunday, January 17, 2021 from 11AM—2 PM
NEW LOCATION!!! At the BRAZOS CENTER, 3232 Briarcrest Dr.
Featuring C&J Barbeque

With your Safety in Mind. . . Drive-through or Picnic!
No dine-in this year; pre-packaged meals only.
While you are there, take a moment to tour a Mobile Pregnancy Center
Just like the one we are buying for HOPE Pregnancy Center!
YOUR DONATION HELPS US GO MOBILE!
More information at www.hopepregnancy.org/events

Bd of Stewardship
Newsletter article –
January 2021

How much do we give to the local congregation?
Our only instructions are to give:

It’s a new year. It’s a
time when we take
stock of the year past in
order to improve the
year to come. It’s a time
when we sit down to plan and implement what we
want to accomplish and even change. Part of that is
planning our stewardship for the coming year.

Regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2);
Proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12);
Generously (2 Cor. 8:20);
Of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev.
27:30); and
With a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2),
earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2
Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23).

Often, we find this difficult and daunting and even
joyless, but it doesn’t have to be. In fact, it is really
quite simple and full of joy. So, here are some tips to
make that planning less stressful. You begin by
answering these three questions:

In other words, giving to the Church is not to be an
afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In
this way, it is deliberate. We give regularly –
weekly, biweekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly –
keeping in mind our own strengths, weaknesses,
and limitations. We set it aside beforehand – before
anything else is spent.

Who are you?
To whom do I give?
And how much?

From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate
and generous amount. Ten percent was the standard
for the Israelites. This was a command for the
ancient Israelites. We can give as much as we want,
but ask yourself: Do we really want to be less
generous than was commanded of the Israelites? Is
the job of the New Testament Church bigger or
smaller than the job given to Israel?

So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Luther’s
Small Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of
God’s Word? Are you a citizen of society? Are you a
member of a family? Stewardship covers these three
estates: church, society, and family. We don’t
particularly struggle to give to society or family. Our
struggles, our difficulties, and our questions arise in
giving to the Church.

And how are we to give it? We give it with
eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully
and with love, not out of compulsion. For through
the preaching of the Gospel and the administration
of the sacraments, God has made us His children,
forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace,
promised us life everlasting with Him in His
kingdom, and filled us with His own Spirit, the
Holy Spirit. This makes giving a joy, as Jesus said,
“it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts
20:35).

So, what is our duty as members of the Church with
regard to giving? Again, the Table of Duties, gives us
a guide. If you are a hearer – a member of the Church
who receives instruction – St. Paul taught: “Let the
one who is taught the word share all good things with
the one who teaches” (Gal. 6:6). This means the local
congregation is primary.
Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel to
you and administer the Lord’s blessed sacraments to
you. Your congregation is the place where those
things happen. Thus, when God calls us to give to the
Church, He has the local congregation in mind. For
“the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the
gospel should get their living by the gospel” (1 Cor.
9:14).

It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship,
our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part
in the work that He accomplishes here on earth,
providing for the ongoing preaching of the Gospel
as well as those who are in need. Taking part in that
makes all our work holy – work that is done in
service to the Lord as priestly members of His
kingdom.
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Bd of Parish Education
Calling All Youth! To a Camp
Lone Star Retreat!

SUNDAY SCHOOL & ADULT BIBLE CLASS
Start back up ONSITE THIS WEEKEND!

All youth in seventh grade through twelfth grade
are encouraged to sign up. This is an overnight
event over Valentine’s day weekend. (You are
welcome parents!) The event will include leaving
on Friday evening, February 12th and returning
on Sunday afternoon February 14th. The cost of
the event will be $90 per student. Please know
that scholarship is available for this
trip. Paperwork required for the event is Bethel’s
Medical Release and Liability waiver and Camp
Lone Star’s Liability Waiver form. Registration
or paperwork will be due by January 10th and
Money will be due by January 31st. Please
Contact DCE Jeff if you would like to attend this
event.

Tuesday Ladies Bible Study Meets at 10AM in
Room 232, studying the book of John, led by Pastor
Bard. Child Care is Provided. We will break for
Christmas. We will start back on Tuesday, Jan.
19th.
Confirmation, Adult Bible Class and Senior High
Youth will begin meeting regularly again starting
January 13th. Our next break from regular scheduled
Wednesday Night Activities will be for Lent. Ash
Wednesday is February 17th. Make sure to mark your
Calendar.

Devo and Games
January 22nd
Our next devo and games night will be
January 22nd. We will be gathering at
7:00pm. We will be facilitating this
event over zoom. Therefore, if you
would like to attend please contact DCE
Jeff for details. Also, if you would like
an e-mail about devo and games night
activities we can add you to our Devo
and Games night mailing list.

Board of Elders
Individual Holy Communion Signup
On Sunday, January 17, 2021 starting at 1:00 pm, we will offer Holy Communion to
individuals or households that would like to sign-up for a 10-minute slot. This is intended for those who have not been able to comfortably come receive the Lord’s Supper during our regular worship time. This will take place under the porte-cochere at church
ONE family at a time. If you are interested, please contact Pastor Eden by phone
(822-2742) or by email at
PastorTim@blcbcs.org and he will sign you up for the next available time, or answer any questions you may have.
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Early Childhood Ed Bd

Bethel Preschool News

Director’s Assistant! Anita Treviño will be joining
our preschool in the coming weeks to help me in the
office. God’s timing is impeccable, and we are so
thankful to have her on our team.

Happy New Year! This is my first ENews to write as the new Director and
I am humbled and privileged to step
into this new role. I want to thank
Debbie Sadler for her years of service
to our preschool and church. What a
blessing it has been to serve the Lord
with her! I am honored to have had the opportunity to
be mentored and learn from one of the best. She
worked tirelessly to make sure this time of transition
would go smoothly, and I am truly grateful for her
dedication to the very end.

Please keep our preschool in your prayers over the
coming weeks as we work through our transition time
and navigate new schedule obstacles. Our Lord has
protected our school from the virus thus far and we
ask for prayers for continued protection and health
for all our staff, children, and their families. Your
continued support and prayers are very much
appreciated, thank you! God’s blessings to you all in
this new year!

Carolyn Janac
Director

We give God all of our thanks and praise that we are
starting this semester with a full school and a new

Dear Bethel family,

Thank you so much for your generosity in the donations you made for our Staff Appreciation
gifts. We are constantly amazed at the generosity of our congregation. Your kindness is very
much appreciated. May the Lord bless each and every one of you daily.
The Bethel Staff

Also, a special Thank You to:
 Whoever sent the Staff the box of Tiffs Treats Cookies. They were oooh sooo good and much
appreciated!
 Georgia Fritsche for the delicious dessert she made for our Staff Meeting in December—wonderful!
 Randy & Betty Moerbe for the delicious lunch they provided for our Staff Meeting in December—Muy
Bueno! Spicy and/or regular Chili was delicious!!
There were other yummies here and there that showed up for the staff—all delicious and much appreciated!

2021 Offering Envelopes!
Praise the Lord! It’s 2021! Please begin using

Don’t Forget to Fill Out
Time & Talent Surveys!

your 2021 Offering Envelopes. If you have any prior
year envelopes, please dispose of them. ONLY USE
your NEW 2021 envelopes. Thank you.

Bethel’s Board of Stewardship encourages everyone to
complete the new Time and Talent Survey to have up-todate information for all our members. Here is a link to
take you to the survey https://ncv.microsoft.com/
QvX8tPJaQE

If you don’t have your 2021 envelopes, be sure to pick
them up in the narthex the next time you are at church.

and here is the QR Code to use with your
cell phone.
A paper survey is now available in the
Narthex.
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Living with Grief
Learn how to cope with Grief

Get Ready for the
Souper Bowl of Caring
Coming up in February!!

Starting Sunday, January 17th
at 4:30PM At Bethel in Room 240
If you have had a death of someone close, you are probably trying to cope with the loss and just getting by. A
nationally recognized Grief Share program will be offered at Bethel beginning Sunday, January 17th at
4:30 p.m., Room 240. We have had this program over
the last 8 years to help those suffering. There is no cost
to participants who attend and those that have attended
claim that it was most helpful.
This is a 13-week face-to-face Bible study that includes helpful video testimonies from those who have
suffered loss and how they were able to deal with their
life changes. Pat Wallace will be the host for this series
and can relate to those facing grief after loss of his wife
of 43-years. We learn what the Bible says about grief
and the common challenges most face. It is nice to
know that your feelings and challenges are not unique.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
We are looking to add a part time position to the Bethel Lutheran Church staff. This job will mostly be
dealing with website, social media communications, and PowerPoint slide creations for Worship services. If you or someone you know is interested please email Katie Bentley for more information,
kbentley@blcbcs.org.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from the Staff at Camp Lone Star
Friends,

year has been difficult, challenging, and draining,
we hold fast to the everlasting joy in knowing that
Christ was born to be the light of the world.

It's hard to believe that we are at the end of 2020.
Over these past ten months, the word 'COVID-19'
has surrounded our friends, families, and communities. Difficult, challenging, and draining seem to be
the yearly definitions for most people.

Thank you for believing in and supporting the mission of Camp Lone Star. We are beyond grateful for
the continuous support, prayers, and partnership.
We are excited and expectant of all that God will
continue to do this upcoming year.

As we look back on this year, we are reflecting on
the story of Jesus and how He was born to be with
us. Immanuel, God with us, has been our focus. We
could not have imagined walking through this year
without our God. Knowing that He has and will continue to be with us, brings us joy. Even though this

On behalf of everyone at Camp Lone Star, we pray
that you have a blessed Christmas and New Year!
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To Our Bethel Family

Taylor Gade
Evelyn Schlipf
Dave Lewis
Matt Vatthauer
Carrie Hildebrandt
Willann Thomas
Lindsey Harris
Cindy Frenzel
Ashley Nored
Landon Theiss
Allen Kunze
Claudia Carroll
Sylvia Schreiner
Brielle West

1
1
2
2
4
4
5
6
6
6
7
8
9
9

Nic Duncan
Cole Fajkus
Sam Johnson
Riley West
Rollin Bard
Nikki Pratt
Sharon Tomlin
Vickie Deike
Tim Everett
Joyce Juntune
Shawna Meyer
Karri Zanek
Lillian Byer
Charlotte Hold
Hopper Janac
Logan Maltz
Whitney Pratt

10
10
10
10
12
12
12
13
13
13
13
13
14
14
14
14
14

James Anderson
Nancy Benfer
Virginia Billig
Saundra Lorenz
Les Olson
Wally Schuenke
Gary Dean Shockey
Meagan Brown
Rusty Pfeffer
Austin Beckett
Matt Morabito
Al Bell
Jentry Harris
Leslie Janac
Mark Jones
Brandy Scott
Jace Palasota

17
17
17
17
17
17
17
18
18
24
24
25
25
25
25
25
19

Alyssa Dover
Susan Vigelis
Karen Beesaw
Jason Chipps
Jeremy Drager
Heather Segrest
Bill Duncan
Tobey Lindsey
Lynn McIlhaney
Sarah Jochen
Martin Erickson
Brittney Birdwell
Barbara Petty
Tanya Hackney
Kyle Kasper
Craig Murphy

The Lutheran Witness Magazine
IS HERE AT CHURCH in the narthex.
It will no longer be delivered to your residence in the mail. It is available for you to pickup here at Bethel in the narthex for you or your
friends.

Greeting Cards
(For all Occasions)
for Sale - 75 cent each
In the kiosk by the water fountain are greeting
cards for purchase by Bethel employees and members. The cards are only 75¢ each. There is a box at
the bottom of the kiosk for your money. Please
have exact change as we are not there to make
change. This is an ongoing fundraiser for the Lutheran Women in Mission at Bethel. Thanks for
your support in purchasing greeting cards so we
can do our Mission work. We will be adding seasonal cards soon.

The 2021 Flower Chart for Altar flowers is in the Information
Center by the elevator. The cost is $30 per sponsorship and we
will accept 3 sponsors each Sunday.
THE LUTHERAN HOUR is on KAGC, 1510 AM on Sundays
at 12:30 p.m. sponsored by Bethel. If you would like, you can
sponsor a week's broadcast for $25 or a month for $100. Thank
you to all who have given to this ministry.
The 2021 Sign Up Chart for The Lutheran Hour is in the Information Center by the elevator.
The Lutheran Hour for the month of January 2021 is sponsored
to the glory of God by Ken & Bobbie Denmark.
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19
20
21
21
22
22
23
27
27
29
29
30
30
31
31
31

4221 Boonville Rd, Bryan, Texas 77802
Phone: (979) 822-2742 | FAX: (979) 822-4082
www.BLCbcs.org | office@BLCbcs.org
Preschool phone: 485-9835 or cell: 446-1578
Staff:
Rev. Randall Bard, Senior Pastor, (979) 422-0046
Rev. Tim Eden, Associate Pastor
Mr. Jeff Bellach, Director of Christian Education
Mrs. Carolyn Janac, Dir., Bethel Lutheran Preschool
Mrs. Katie Bentley, Director of Operations & HR
Mrs. Kathy Herwald, Finance Manager
Mr. Dave Lewis, Facilities Manager
Mrs. Ruthann Stroud, Church Secretary
Mrs. Connie Bard, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Mr. Jeremy Shilling, His Praise Band Leader
Rev. K. Lynn Stroud, Pastor Emeritus
Mr. Randall Moerbe, DCE Emeritus

January 7—21, 2021
Join us for …...
Saturday -

Worship at 4pm
Bible Class at 5pm

Sunday Mornings
8:30 AM

Onsite Divine Service (Traditional)
Also Live Streamed

10:00 AM

Onsite Sunday School
& Bible Class (Also Online)

11:15 AM

Onsite Divine Service (Contemporary)
Also Live Streamed

Church Office Hours
Mondays—Thursdays
Fridays

Go to www.blcbcs.org for more information

9am - 5pm
9am—3pm
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