Lenten Devotions
March 18, 2020
Hymn: God Himself Is Present
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Opening Versicles for Lent
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This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
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Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil.
Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
Christ was wounded for our transgressions.
He was bruised for our iniquities.
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From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Readings From Holy Scripture
First Reading
1Therefore,

Romans 5:1–8

since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one will
scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to
die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn: Lamb of God, Pure and Holy
1

Lamb of God, pure and holy,
Who on the cross didst suffer,
Ever patient and lowly,
Thyself to scorn didst offer.
All sins Thou borest for us,
Else had despair reigned o’er us:
Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O
Jesus!

Gospel Reading

LSB 434 sts. 1, 3

3

Lamb of God, pure and holy,
Who on the cross didst suffer,
Ever patient and lowly,
Thyself to scorn didst offer.
All sins Thou borest for us,
Else had despair reigned o’er us:
Thy peace be with us, O Jesus! O
Jesus!
Matthew 12:1–21

1At

that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry, and
they began to pluck heads of grain and to eat. 2But when the Pharisees saw it, they said to him,
“Look, your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath.” 3He said to them,
“Have you not read what David did when he was hungry, and those who were with him: 4how he
entered the house of God and ate the bread of the Presence, which it was not lawful for him to eat
nor for those who were with him, but only for the priests? 5Or have you not read in the Law how
on the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath and are guiltless? 6I tell you,
something greater than the temple is here. 7And if you had known what this means, ‘I desire
mercy, and not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the guiltless. 8For the Son of Man is
lord of the Sabbath.”
9He went on from there and entered their synagogue. 10And a man was there with a withered
hand. And they asked him, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”—so that they might accuse him.
11He said to them, “Which one of you who has a sheep, if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will
not take hold of it and lift it out? 12Of how much more value is a man than a sheep! So it is lawful
to do good on the Sabbath.” 13Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And the man
stretched it out, and it was restored, healthy like the other. 14But the Pharisees went out and
conspired against him, how to destroy him.
15Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. And many followed him, and he healed them all
16and ordered them not to make him known. 17This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet
Isaiah:
18“Behold,

my servant whom I have chosen, my beloved with whom my soul is well
pleased. I will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.
19He will not quarrel or cry aloud, nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets;
20a bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not quench,
until he brings justice to victory; 21and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsory for Lent
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We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
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He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.

Ten Commandments
C

You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Apostles’ Creed (found on the back cover of the hymnal)
Lord's Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Sermon: Shameless Hope
Hymn: Chief of Sinners Though I Be

Pastor Randy Bard
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Prayer
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the
proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for
all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Collect for the Word
L

C

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that
we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and
comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Evening Prayer
C

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have
graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I
have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil
foe may have no power over me.

Blessing
L
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Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and
preserve us.
Amen.

C

Hymn: Christ Be My Leader
Offering
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(Offering and attendance cards received at the doors as you exit.)
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