E-Memo to The Saints
Making Disciples!

August 22—September 5, 2019

DCE Randy Moerbe
Retirement Celebration—Sept. 8th
From 1977 to 2019, from the Sony Walkman to the
Apple IWatch, from long hair and wide lapels to cropped
hair and skinny jeans – over a total of FIVE distinct
decades, DCE Randy Moerbe has served the Church to
God’s glory! On Sunday, September 8, 2019 we will be
celebrating Randy and Betty’s years of faithful service
and show our deep appreciation for their deep dedication.
A barbecue lunch will begin at around 1:00pm and then
we’ll have a program to officially launch the Moerbes
into retirement. Please join us for the celebration and
invite your family and friends. If you are able, please
RSVP here https://www.blcbcs.org/event/moerbecelebration/ so we have a count for food. If you are
unable to attend and would like to honor the Moerbes
with a note, please feel free to email your thoughts to
dianalynng@gmail.com with the subject line "Moerbe
Retirement" and we will compile them to put into a
keepsake book.

There is much to do in preparation for this special event.
1) Please SEND this INVITE to all your children/former
parishioners who have worked with Mr. Moerbe over the
years.
2) We are soliciting contributions for retirement gifts for
Randy and Betty Moerbe. If you wish to contribute, please
indicate that your gift is for Mr. Moerbe’s retirement on your
check. We would like to have collected all donations by
Sunday, August 25, 2019.
****Please note that all monetary donations for the Moerbe
gift are NOT tax-deductible and therefore will NOT appear
on your Bethel end of year contributions statement. ****
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Regular Sunday School will begin August
25th. Sunday School begins at 10:00 am and runs to 11:00
am. Remember to check your e-mail for more information.
This year most of the classrooms are the same as last year.
However, we have moved first grade to room 241, which
is on the second floor near the elevator. Also, second and
third grade has been moved to room 234, which is the
room at the end of the hallway on the left-hand side. All
other classrooms should be the same as last year.
We look forward to sharing Jesus love with your family
this year.

Water Day—
August 28th
Join us and remember Jesus’
Grace and Mercy that washes
over each of us. Get excited
about the new Sunday School year. We would like to invite all Sunday School students and parents to Water Day.
Water Day will be on Wednesday August 28th from 5:00
pm to 7:30 pm. We will have Water Inflatables, Slip N
Slide, and hot dogs for dinner.
If you are interested in cooking or helping please contact
DCE Jeff. 913-940-9697 dcejeff@blcbcs.org

From the Board of Parish Ed & DCE Jeff Bellach

FUN FAMILY WEDNESDAY

Youth Information

Our midweek program
will begin on September
4th. The schedule will
start with a meal at 5:15
pm. Please, remember
we encourage a $4
donation to help off set
the cost of the meals.
The educational time will begin at 6:30 pm and the
programs include:

Regular youth nights will begin on Wednesday,
September 4th. We will be following the schedule of
Fun Family Wednesdays, which means,
we will have a meal at 5:15 pm and
begin activities at 6:30 pm – 7:45 pm.
We will be meeting each Wednesday as
we are back to our regular Schedule.
DCE Jeff looks forward to seeing each
of you there.

KIDS BIBLE CLUB in Room 237 for Kindergarten through
4th grade. Games, Devo, Crafts.
JUNIOR CONFIRMATION in Room 232 for those starting
in 5th Grade.
YOUTH NIGHT in Room 239 for those in Grades 7 - 12.
Devo/topic, some games, free time.
ADULT BIBLE STUDY in the library.
Childcare available for children younger than Kindergarten.

My family would love to
see You In Action. If you are involved with a
sport, club, or activity send DCE Jeff a calendar of
your schedule. You can send a calendar to
dcejeff@blcbcs.org or send me a link that will show
the days and times.

We are still seeking volunteers for making meals and
helping in the classroom. If you are interested in
helping with Fun Family Wednesday please contact
DCE Jeff. 913-940-9697 dcejeff@blcbcs.org

NYG Look back and Live Forward! --

”The body is a unit, though it is made up of many
parts; and though all its parts are many, they form
one body, So it is with Christ.” 1 Corinthians 12:12
Looking back at pictures helps us remember the
connections we built and the growth we made as
people of God. This gathering has encouraged us to
live out our identity in Jesus Christ. This gathering
encouraged us to understand our Real, Present God.
Live out your faith as people of God in the hallways
of your home and school. ”Love must be sincere. Hate
what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one
another in brotherly love. Honor one another above
yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your
spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.” Romans 12:9-11

Youth Confirmation Parent Meeting for new

The Next Bethel’s “Life with God @ Bethel”
new member series will begin on September 15.

and returning youth confirmands will be Sunday,
August 25th immediately after the close of our
11:15 worship service. Topics to be covered will
be: fall start date & schedule, Youth Confirmation
expectations, Spring Youth Confirmation weekend,
and acolyte training and scheduling. Bethel’s YC
typically begins for students entering the fifth
grade, although parents have the option to delay a
year if they feel it is in best interest of their child.
This year, YC begins with the first Fun Family
Wednesday on September 4th.” Pastor Randy
Bard
pastorrandy@blcbcs.org

If you are interested in learning more about our congregation or if you are considering becoming a member, Pastor
Bard leads us for 8 weeks immediately following the late
service (12:30 pm in Room 232). We always finish by
1:30 pm and snacks are provided. If you are interest-ed in
membership, there is an attendance requirement which
Pastor will talk about at the first meeting. We would love
to have you come and find out more about Bethel. If you
or your family are planning on attending, please contact
Treva Robertson at trobertson@gmail.com or 409-7825693. Childcare is provided upon request.
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Bethel’s Preschool News
We are off to a great
school year with 70
children enrolled in
our preschool! It is
so good to see many
children returning
from last year and
some new faces also.
It is a bit noisy (and
that is a good thing!!) in our area now as children are busy
learning, playing and growing!
Our thanks to the many people who helped us get this year
off to a good start. Thanks to Cathy Holste for
organizing the breakfast and to all who baked muffins for
our First Day of School Parents’ Breakfast.
Thanks to Joyce Juntune and Pat Wallace for being here
to help with the breakfast and to Pastor, Connie Bard and
Jeff Bellach for greeting the children and the parents as
they came to school.
Our thanks to Amy Moravec and Nancy Yung for
cleaning/organizing the church pantry and to Amy
Moravec for helping to clean/organize the upstairs

teachers’ store room. Your help is very much appreciated!!
We ask for your continued prayers for the preschool staff, the
children and their families. Please pray for the safety of the
children and that this is a great year of learning and growing.
We pray that we will show these families Jesus every day
through the things we say and do. Praise be to God as He
continues to bless this ministry!
Just as a reminder, AmazonSmile Foundation has a program
that will donate .5% of qualifying purchases to the non-profit
organization of your choice. Our church and preschool are
eligible to receive those funds.
In order for the preschool to receive these funds, you must go to
smile.amazon.com and log in as you normally would. It will
ask you to designate an organization to receive the funds. When
you go to choose the charitable organization, please be sure it
is Bethel Lutheran Church, Bryan, Texas (as there are several
other Bethel Lutheran Churches listed). You only have to
designate our church one time. After that all of your Amazon
Smile qualifying purchases will automatically be credited to our
account. Anyone may designate a charity so please ask your
friends and family members to consider designating our Church
and preschool. This is a great way to donate to our preschool
that costs you nothing! Debbie Sadler

Living with Grief—

There are 13-weekly sessions based on video, bible
study, and discussion in which we learn to accept and
manage our feelings, emotions, and change in our lives.
You are invited to attend as many sessions as you like
and are under no obligation to attend all sessions. Please
join us for an upbeat and refreshing understanding of
what God has done for us and his plan for our lives.
Registration: https://www.blcbcs.org/serve/ under
Bethel Care Ministries - Living with Grief – button is
labeled “Request Information”

Learn how to cope with Grief
Sundays at 4PM in Room 240
We are hosting a biblical
study for those who have
suffered the loss of a loved
one following a nationally
recognized curriculum sponsored by GriefShare. This
program is designed to encourage us to look at our loss
and its impact on our lives from God’s perspective.
We will learn that grief is a natural response to the loss
of a loved one and that there is relief, purpose, and joy
in the future.

Refreshments will be served and each participant will
receive a participant guide. Other resource materials are
available. Registration is requested to ensure that enough
materials are available for each participant.

Bethel OWLS
(Older, Wiser, Lutheran Souls)
September 19 at Noon

Dear Fellow Older Lutherans of Bethel,
This is a letter of invitation and explanation of Bethel’s
OWLS “Older, Wiser, Lutheran Souls”. This group function is for our Retirees/Seniors.
We meet the Third Thursday at Noon, take the summers
off and change dates for holidays—Thanksgiving/
Christmas/Easter. This is not just for couples as there are
many who are new singles.
Please call for information: Lois & Martin Erickson—979
-774-7904 Or Joan & Jim Wuthrich—979-774-1152 Or
Irene Luther—979-255-3742.
If you have suggestions of programs that would be of interest for the seniors, they will be greatly appreciated.

Welcome back to the OWLS! We are excited to be back and would like for you retirees to join us for fun and fellowship,
September 19, 2019. We gather for a potluck lunch in the Parish Hall at 12:00 Noon.
Our guest speaker will be our very own Irene Luther.
She has been to Finland several times to visit, and
will share some of her travel knowledge, etc. about
the area. Please come and join us.
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From the Board of Elders

Bethel Extends A Call For
Associate Pastor to
Rev. Tim Eden
Join us in praying for Rev. Tim Eden and his family (and his
congregation Our Savior Lutheran in Sulphur Springs, TX) as he
prayerfully considers joining us in Ministry here at Bethel.

From the Board of Stewardship
Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts
“We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for
us to do” Ephesians 2:10.

•

As we continue with our series on Discovering Your
Spiritual Gifts, we ask that you take the 30 minute test
online to find out what your gifts are at https://
gifts.churchgrowth.org. In doing so, you can receive
the promise of being “prepared in advance” as stated
above, and thus better equipped to do the good works
as commanded.

We have explained in past issues of this E-Memo what
the gifts of SERVICE, EXHORTATION, GIVING,
TEACHING and EVANGELISM are. In this issue we
will explain what the gift of MERCY-SHOWING
entails. The Greek word “Elico” means to feel
sympathy with or for others. As a mercy-shower you
have the Spirit given capacity and desire to serve God
by identifying and comforting those who are in
distress. You understand and comfort your fellow
Christians. You enter into the grief or happiness of
others and have the ability to show empathy which is
to feel WITH others, not just for others.
•

•

As a MERCY-SHOWER you are willing to deal
with and minister to people who have needs that
most people would feel very uncomfortable
working with. You seem to say the right thing at
the right time. Your personality is likely one of
soft spoken love. It hurts you to scold someone;
you are very non-condemning. People love you
because of all the love you give them. You find it
easy to express yourself and are outgoing with a
low key inoffensive personality. You are easy to
talk to, responsive to people, a good listener,
peaceable, and agreeable. You tend to make
decisions based on feelings more than fact and like
to think about things for a while before making a
decision.

In your burden to comfort others, your
heart goes out to the poor, the ages, the
ill, the underprivileged, etc. You tend
to attract people who are hurting, or
rejoicing because you identify with them. Be careful
not to let others use you. Try not to resent others who
are not as understanding as you are. Refrain from
becoming a gossiper when you are around other
mercy-showers. Do not let your circumstances
control you. Because of your supernatural ability to
show mercy, others accuse you of taking up for
people, being a softy and a compromiser. They may
think you are too emotional.
Mercy-showers make excellent counselors.
However, left untrained, you may destroy yourself by
your tendency to take people’s problems home with
you. Your empathy can become detrimental without
personal training and how to work with it. Beware
that Satan can attack your gift by causing pride
because of your ability to relate to others. He may
cause you to disregard rules and authority. You may
experience a lack of discipline because of strong
feelings for those who hurt due to disobedience and
sin. Don’t fall into Satan’s trap of complaining and
griping.

HOW CAN YOU USE THIS GIFT?
Your gift is used best in times of sorrow and in times of
great joy. It fits well with other gifts of service such as
elder, youth worker, hospital visitation. With training in
counseling, you could become an excellent counselor.
You would do well as an usher, welcome center host,
greeter or work with the telephone ministry. Other
appropriate ministries that can use your gift are:
missions, working with shut-ins, the elderly, people who
have disabilities, special ministry to immigrants, released
offenders, or abused children and women. The list goes
on!
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From the Board of Community Service

New Support
Group at
Bethel ‘AT EASE’
For Military Families
Our military service members have a fleet behind them
serving too. If you have a family member or have ever been
a military service member away on deployment; active
duty out of state; are a family member of a fallen soldier;
struggle with service related PTSD or have a family member who is struggling with PTSD; are married to someone
in service; have children with someone who is deployed;
are a veteran; or are a service member returning to civilian
life style, please join us Wednesdays in room 240 at 6:30
pm for prayer, devotional, support and fellowship AT
EASE. We will have open discussions, resources and
many opportunities to serve both one another and our military service members.

There was a time when Mandy Birdsong didn't think she
would graduate. The bonfire collapse of November 1999,
during her junior year at Texas A&M, threw her life into a
tailspin. Broken, lost, scared, and hopeless, Mandy made
choices she would later come to regret.
Please join us September 24th at noon to find out how
Mandy found Hope when she thought she had none!
A Luncheon Benefiting Hope Pregnancy Center
of Brazos Valley
There is no cost to attend, but reservations are required.
Hilton Hotel and Conference Center
College Station
Tuesday, September 24, 2019
Program 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.; Doors open at 11:30 a.m
[www.hopepregnancy.org]
[Hope Pregnancy Center | 205 Brentwood Dr | College
Station | 77840]

PARENTS, here’s a great lesson to teach your child on
giving and how to make a dollar stretch a long way.
Take your children to the grocery store and tell them they
have $1.00 or $5.00 or $10.00 to spend for the Church
Pantry
How many bags can they fill for their money?
Some items to buy
tuna
tomato sauce
soup (kid friendly)
peanut butter
canned fruit
canned vegetables

The BRAZOS CHURCH PANTRY is a place where
your neighbors who are in need can go when they need
emergency food aid. The food comes from you - either
by direct donation or your gift money. Our unpaid
volunteers buy food at wholesale prices so that your
monetary gift has maximum value. Bethel’s August
Food Drive is underway. So bring your donations to the
donation cart in the Information Center.

boxed cereal
macaroni and cheese
rice (small bag)
dried beans
canned meats
small sugar or flour

Boxes in the Narthex
Let’s load them up!!

Thank you from the Board of Community Services
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Join Bethel’s Ladies and Men in Bible Study and Fellowship
GIRLFRIENDS AUGUST ACTIVITY

room 240. Our workout consists of a warm up routine of
walking, and then toning exercises which focus on upper
or lower body or sometimes Pilates. We wrap up the time
together with a devotion. Child Care available.

Bethel Girlfriends will have a short meeting on Thursday, August 22nd from 7:00
till 8:00pm. Please bring some
school supplies for a donation. At this
meeting we will brain storm to see what
events and activities we are interested in
and would like to participate in. So bring your ideas!!!
See You Then, Girlfriends!!

LWML Helping Hands will meet Monday, September 9th at 9:00am in the Parish Hall. All are wel-

come to come anytime between 9:00am—2pm to help tie
quilts. The quilts are shipped to Lutheran World Relief.
http://lwr.org.

LWML Monthly Meeting – Monday, September 2 at 7
pm in the Parish Hall. All ladies of Bethel are welcome
to attend the Bible Study with fellowship and refreshments. Please call Rosie Schoenfeld at 979-820-0126 if
childcare is needed.

Men’s Monday Evening Bible Study & Fellowship
Group meets at 7:00 PM in Room 232.
They are doing a study on Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. This study is part of the LifeLight Bible study series
of in-depth studies of Bible books put out by Concordia
Publishing House (cph.org). The goal of LifeLight is that
through a regular program of in-depth personal and group
study of Scripture, more and more Christian adults may
grow in their personal faith in Jesus Christ.

Ladies Lunch Bunch - meets the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of each month (Sept. 4 & 18) at Blue Baker on
University Dr. at 11:30 or whenever you can get
there. We'll gather for our devotion and have great conversation and food. We hope you can join us for a spiritual respite from your hectic day.

Friday Morning Men's Bible Study/Breakfast
Group each Friday morning at 6:30 AM in the Parish
Hall. This group will start this Friday. Grace-Based
Recovery - overcoming addictions and strongholds.

FIT FOR CHRIST — Hey Ladies! We still meet on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings (8:15) upstairs in

Save the Date

MITES Gathered
THIS WEEKEND
August 24 & 25
Thank You Bethel for your
Monthly Mite Donations

LWML Fall Rally,
October 6th at Trinity in
Navasota

Beef up Your Spiritual IQ with
FREE LHM Learn Courses
All LHM Learn online courses are FREE and require only registration to use. To check out the LHM Learn course catalog, you
can go online to https://www.lhm.org/learn/.
Don't forget too that you can start and stop courses mid-stream, returning later to where you left off. This makes them
ideal to use when your time is pinched, knowing you can pick them back up when it's convenient. How sweet it is!
Online courses from LHM Learn fall into five different faith-strengthening categories. Here they are:
* Christian Foundations (the basics of Christianity from biblical, theological, and historical perspectives)
* Cultural Concepts (resources to understand the different demographics, cultures, and religions in our world
today)
* Everyday Insights (thoughts about the good and bad that life throws our way)
* Outreach Essentials (personal evangelism and tools to reach others with the Gospel)
* Spiritual Reflections (devotional thoughts meant to strengthen and encourage)
Do you have a friend or family member who would benefit from a Christ-centered course of Christian instruction? If
so, just send them the link above or a copy of this e-newsletter and get them going.

Happy studying!
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Our Bethel Family

Bryan Tomlin
Ruth Clark
Taryn Scholz
Jeremy Shilling
Caleb Drager

Julie Smith
Melanie Wigley
Paula Schehin
Emma Stroud
Kathy Burgess
Ruth Creason
Matt Hannes
Cole Hoffman
Jerrell Lueckemeyer
Cash Samford
Audrey Bissett
Carson Klose
Betty Schroeder
Joan Wuthrich
Cameron Beiseigel
Matt Montgomery
Lynn Stroud
Paizlee Zaragoza
Adam Janac

1
1
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
6
6
6
6
8

22
23
23
23
24

Kenneth Loke
John Moravec
Laura Groves
Krystal Schram
Kyle Sisco
Nick West
Matt Sadler
Brad Scott

Ty Theiss
Kymber Hammond
Macailyn Phares
Rhett Hartmangruber
Andrew Schmid
Austin Sims
Evelyn Siegel
Trenton Spence
Pat Kasper
Kristen Royder
Jason Nored
Kayce Wallace
Ken Denmark
Cathy Holste
Theodore Kuhlmann
Trent Murphy
Earl Ouellette
Noah Ouellette
Treva Robertson

8
9
10
10
11
11
11
11
12
12
13
13
15
15
15
15
15
15
15

Gladys Paholek
Xander Segrest
Sam Clark
Franklin Schroeder
Clay Jackson
Braxton Lindsey
Jason Palasota
Jaxton Zanek

25
25
26
26
26
26
27
27

Caroline Clark
Brandi Luckey
Greg Herwald
Sandra Mynar
Jenni Rogers
Cheryl Wendler
Roger Burns
David Lawrenz
Sally Coble
Jacob Hoffman
Harold Schroeder
Lorelai Birdwell
Matthew Everett
Lance Lindsey
Pete Schmid
Pearl Symmank
Cort Murphy
Desiree Engram
Joshua Theiss

16
16
17
17
17
17
18
18
19
19
19
20
21
21
21
21
22
23
23

28
28
29
29
31
31
31
31

Brian Schoenfeld
Justin Birdwell
Malcolm Delovio
Wesley Schroeder
Marcy Ullmann
Colson Wigley
Megan Hausenfluck
Janie Lueckemeyer
Christi Ouellette
Jimmy Dunn
Dolleen Hausenfluck
Sasha Janac
Barbara Smith
Chuck Burgess
Gary Shockey
Caralynda Theiss
Jimmie Pottberg
Jan Robbins

23
25
25
25
25
25
26
26
26
28
28
28
28
29
29
29
30
30

The 2019 Flower Chart for Altar flowers

Volunteers Needed

is in the Information Center by the elevator. The cost is $30 per sponsorship and we
will accept 3 sponsors each Sunday.

We are looking for more people to help in the A/V
Sound booth during worship services. If you would
like to volunteer or need more information about this,
contact Steve Silber at 324-3529 or email steve@sksilber.net.

We are needing more small coffee
cans to help us delivery flowers to our homebound mem-

bers. Please bring them to the church office or place them
in the Sacristy. Thank you.

The Lutheran Hour For the Month of August
is sponsored to the glory of God by

THE LUTHERAN HOUR
is on KAGC, 1510 AM on
Sundays at 12:30 p.m. sponsored by Bethel. If you would like, you can sponsor a week's
broadcast for $25 or a month for $100. Thank you to all who
have given to this ministry.
The 2019 Sign Up Chart for The Lutheran Hour is in the
Information Center by the elevator.

Flo Schaffer in loving memory of
Horace Schaffer and Thomas Schaffer

For the Month of September is sponsored to
the glory of God by

Ken & Bobbie Denmark
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4221 Boonville Rd, Bryan, Texas 77802
Phone: (979) 822-2742 | FAX: (979) 822-4082
www.BLCbcs.org | office@BLCbcs.org
Preschool phone: 485-9835 or cell: 446-1578
Staff:
Rev. Randall Bard, Senior Pastor, (979) 422-0046
Rev. K. Lynn Stroud, Pastor Emeritus
Mr. Randall Moerbe, Director of Christian Education
Mr. Jeff Bellach, Director of Christian Education, Elect.
Mrs. Debbie Sadler, Dir., Bethel Lutheran Preschool
Mrs. Kathy Herwald, Director of Operations
Mrs. Ruthann Stroud, Church Secretary
Mrs. Connie Bard, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Mr. Nic Duncan, Facilities Manager
Mrs. Katie Bentley, Office Assistant
Mr. Jeremy Shilling, His Praise Band Leader

August 22—September 5, 2019
Join us for …...
Saturday Night
Worship at 5PM and Bible Class at 6PM
Sunday Mornings
8:30 AM
Divine Service (Traditional)
9:30 AM
Fellowship Time
10:00 AM Bible Class/SS
11:15 AM
Divine Service (Contemporary)
Holy Communion is served on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th weekends
of the month.

Church Office Hours
Mondays—Thursdays
Fridays
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9am - 5pm
9am - 3pm

