
  

 
 

Making Disciples! 

   E-Memo to The Saints    

June 6—20, 2019 

INTRODUCING  

BETHEL’S NEW DCE  

JEFF BELLACH 
 
On Saturday, June 1 we received 
word that Jeffery Bellach accepted 
our Call to serve as our next Director 

of Christian Education.   Jeff and his family (wife Sarah, 
4th grade son Caden and toddler daughter Aliya Ruth) will 
be moving here the week prior to VBS in order to have 
Jeff on hand for Bethel’s VBS this year.   They are eager 
to join us as we are eager to have them serve our Lord 
with God’s people here at Bethel.   Jeff received his 
undergrad degree from Concordia University, St. Paul, 
MN in 2004.  He majored in Parish Administration with a 
minor in Lutheran Confessionalism.   He also received his 
Masters in 2012 from Jones International University 
(Centennial, CO) in Curriculum and Instruction.   He has 
served LCMS congregations in Las Vegas, Kansas City 
and Glendora, CA.   DCE Jeff will also be able to join us 
in going to the National Lutheran Youth Gathering in 
July.    We are excited to have a professional of Jeff’s 
abilities on our staff.   (On a personal note, I too am 
thrilled to have Jeff joining us.   In my time spent with 
him I have no doubt that he will be able to do great things 
here at Bethel.   For me personally, I will remain on staff 
through the end of August to help with the transition to 
Jeff’s leadership of our Youth and Education programs 
and then take a Sabbatical through the end of the year – 
DCE Randy).   

A LETTER FROM OUR NEW DCE 
 
Dear Bethel Congregation, 
 
It is with prayerful consideration that I accept the 
call to be your Director of Christian Education. 
 
Through this process both Sarah and I weighed this 
opportunity. We can say that it is a blessing, to 
look with hindsight, on how God has prepared us 
for ministry at Bethel. Therefore, with faithful 
hearts we look forward to sharing in the joy of 
ministry with you soon. 
 
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you 
teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, 
and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs 
with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever 
you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.”   Colossians 3:16-17 
 
Christ’s Richest Blessings, 
Jeffrey P. Bellach D.C.E. 

A NEW LOOK UPSTAIRS  —— Our upstairs Education wing hallway has taken on a whole new look.   Using 

the themes of the “Tree of Life” and “Fruit of the Spirit,” artist Lyndale Lewis (sister of member Dave Lewis) and a 
number of assistants this week has transformed the upstairs Education wing hallway from a drab beige to vibrant color 
and images.   Lyndale is a wonderfully skilled artist and we are blessed to be able to use her talents to make this 
hallway a more inviting place for children.   (This effort was funded from the Ritter Youth fund).    

Thanks, Lyndale, for 
sharing your God given 
talents with us! 
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Vacation Bible 
School at Bethel 
is coming!  We're 
meeting evenings 
June 23-27.    

MIRACULOUS 
MISSION - JESUS 
SAVES THE WORLD 

Please be so kind as to register your child for VBS.   This 
greatly helps our setting up VBS – and you’ll need to get 
signed up through KidCheck to have your child in 
VBS.  To register your child please go to Bethel’s Website: 
http://www.blcbcs.org. Then scroll down to Featured 
Events and click on VBS. On that page you will find the 
button to click on to Register for VBS through KidCheck.  

 
Volunteers Needed for VBS          

We still need some slots filled in our volunteer lists.  

 We need adults to lead the children around to the 
various rotations, both preschool and elementary.  

 We need help in cooking meals (starts at 2 PM each 
day) and  

 We need help in leading (not planning) crafts. 

 

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life. John 3:16 
        At Miraculous Mission, every lesson connects to 
Jesus. Share God's amazing plan of salvation with 5 Bible 
lessons.  We'll cover creation, God's promise of a Savior, 
the birth of Jesus, the Resurrection and Jesus' return at the 
end of time. 
        Classes and activities for those 2 years old (by Sept. 1, 
2018) through last year's 6th graders.  Youth 7th grade and 
up can serve as helpers and assistants.   We'll even have a 
class for adults!.   Childcare will be provided for younger 
children of volunteers and adult class attendees. 
        This year the adult class will be led by Pastor Mike 
Gruhn and will center on various parables that Jesus 
told.  This class will be held in the youth room.   In the past 
we’ve have 60-70 participants.   The time together (starting 
at 6:30) even includes snacks and crafts!   If you are not 
helping with VBS please join in what should be a great 
class.  Pastor Gruhn is a wonderful teacher! 
 5:30  PM  The evening starts with a meal (free will 

donation taken to help with expenses).  
 6:00 PM  Children's activities begin with an opening 

for the older children in the sanctuary and activities in 
their rooms for the preschoolers.   

 6:30 PM  The adult class kicks off, meeting in the 
Youth Room. 

 8:30 PM  We end our day with a snack in the Parish 
Hall! 

We don't charge for our VBS - we just want you to come 
learn more about our Lord and Savior Jesus! 

LCMS NATIONAL 
YOUTH GATHERING—
JUST 21 DAYS AWAY 
FROM THE GATHERING! 
The theme is “REAL. 
PRESENT. GOD” centering 
on the Bible Verse—“Be still, and know that I am God. I 
will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the 
earth!” The Lord of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is 
our fortress.”   Psalm 46:10-11 ESV 
 
Our final preparations are being made.  Here’s a rough 
outline of what we will be doing:   July 11 --Way too early 
in the morning Ground Shuttle will pick us up from the 
church to get us to Houston Hobby for our 5:45 AM flight 
(groan –still better than a bus trip of 20 or so hours!).   
Around mid-day on the 11th, we’ll get to the airport in 
Minneapolis, with four of us going downtown to register 
and the rest headed to our hotel (Best Western Plus in St. 
Paul).  By 5:30 or so we’ll get on the train downtown to eat 
and then take in the mass event (until around 11 PM) and 
then back on the metro to the hotel.   On the 12th, 13th & 
14th, we’ll be heading into the downtown area by around 
9:30 AM or so and returning to the hotel at 11 PM.  While 
downtown we’ll have mass events, service projects, music 
and other groups and other Gathering activities. The adults 
main duties will be a) keeping track of everyone, b) helping 
everyone take part in as much as possible, and c) making 
sure we have food options. 
        Even for a large city as Minneapolis, dropping 25,000 
people in for an event and making sure they are fed is a 
strain!  We will have a variety of food trucks, State Fair 
options and other vendors. July 15 will be our last morning 
event, and that evening we’ll head back to Houston with 
Ground Shuttle getting us back to Bryan sometime after 
midnight. 
 
FUNDRAISING—Our projected costs for the Gathering 
are $1155/person (lodging, food, registration and 
transportation). This comes out to a little over $30,000 for 
this event for the 26 youth. So far our fundraising, special 
gifts, parent payments and church contributions leave us 
with around $3000 to have everyone paid for.  We received 
an unexpected special gift this of $1000 this last week with 
another of our members regularly giving us $100/
month.  Ten of our youth have already earned or have 
parents kicked in enough to have their ways paid for with 
another eight being less than $200 from the target. It is our 
goal to never have anyone not be able to attend because of a 
lack of finances and we’re well on our way to that goal. 
 
T-SHIRT, ETC. SALES —We appreciate all who ordered 
T-shirts and other items.   The order has been processed and 
we’ll let you know when the items arrive. 
 
BREAKFAST TACOS —Our ever popular breakfast 
tacos will be available this Sunday between early church 
and Sunday School.  Proceeds as always go toward our 
2019 National Youth Gathering costs.  As always we 
appreciate your support. 

From the Board of Parish Ed & DCE Randy Moerbe 

http://www.blcbcs.org
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WEDNESDAY SMALL GROUP 
BIBLE STUDY 

Kicking off June 12th at 
6:30pm in the Library 

We’re going to be offering a Wednesday Small Group 
Bible study at the church over the summer.   We had a 
group meeting during Fun Family Wednesday and 
we’d like to continue.   Want to input on the topics or 
just show your interest?   Please email Jake Gaster 
(jakegaster@gmail.com) with your topic suggestions 
and/or interest in being a part of this class.   Once he 
hears from you we’ll put together what we’ll cov-
er.  This will be early evening on Wednesdays during 
the summer (childcare can be available upon re-
quest).   The benefits of being part of a small group 
include not only the study of the Word but also getting 
to know some of your fellow members (and guests) 
better!  Please contact Jake to let him know your inter-
est or sign up at the table in the narthex.  DCE Randy 

VOLUNTEER 
For  

MISSION VBS 
 
To anyone with an out-
reach heart:  We are EX-

CITED to participate in the annual Mission VBS (as we 
call it) in partnership with Save Our Streets Ministries 
in Bryan this year and it is quickly approaching!  We 
will have a sign up table in the Narthex for anyone in-
terested in helping and we really hope that includes 
YOU!  I promise you will feel the bond that the Holy 
Spirit creates between you and these precious kids 
and it will be rewarding!   

SIGN UPS AND VOLUNTEER FORMS ARE IN THE 
NARTHEX!  SO, WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? 
 
Our Theme this year is "GOD FIRST!" "But seek first 
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you." Matthew 6:33 
 
Training day will be Monday, July 1st 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 
Days On Location for Mission VBS are: 
Monday, July 8th \\ 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Monday, July 15th \\ 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Monday, July 22nd \\ 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Monday, July 29th  \\ 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

DON’T FORGET ABOUT OUR 
BETHEL POOL PARTY!!! 
Saturday, JUNE 29 

10:00 AM at  
Adamson Lagoon, CS 

 

We have an annual pool party following VBS - and you 

and your family are invited to come! No charge - bring 

a snack to share if you'd like. Help us celebrate the end 

of VBS! (Note that last year they allowed anyone in the 

pool at noon to remain.) Just come to the main entry and 

walk right on in! We'll be there to greet you!  

From the Board of Witness/Outreach 

mailto:jakegaster@gmail.com
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Board of Elders 

Mike Caudle  Les Olson 

Michael Bentley  Paul Schoenfeld 

Jason Chipps  Ian Janda 

Gene Eastman  David Ellis 

Justin Ellison  Ron Chase 

Jim Holste  Eric Jones 

Gary Shockey  Terry Hausenfluck 

Greg Montgomery Richard Hammerness 

Adam Janac  Mike Sadler 

  

                        

Board Community Service 

Chuck Burgess  Wren Sisco 

Rebekah Zehnder Dave Lewis 

Judy Dunn  Leigh Chipps 

  

  

Board of Early Childhood Education 

Joyce Jones  Cheryl Wendler 

Joalla Shilling  Jennifer Klose 

Kristen Royder  David Fleeger 

Joyce Juntune  

  

  

Board of Parish Education 

Meagan Brown  Kristi Addison 

Martha Delovio  Alex Janda 

Brianna Groves  Nick West 

Ellen Sinclair  Jacob Brown 

Diana Tomlin  

Board of Stewardship 

Cheryl Jones  Milton Catalina 

Dana Muller  Cindy Frenzel 

Marcy Ullmann Susan Gade 

Doug Symmank Charlie Coble 

Taryn Scholz  

  

  

  

Board of Trustees 

Jeremy Drager John Kappler 

Caleb Groves Mark Deike 

Allen Hold  Ryan Clements 

Matthew Hannes Tim Pannkuk 

Todd McIlhaney  

  

  

  

Board of Witness & Outreach 

Matthew Vatthauer Melissa McIlhaney 

Bryan Tomlin  John Wilson 

Debbie Smith Cindi Hannes 

  

  

  

Board of Finance 

Karen Beesaw Tim Donathan 

Bobbie Denmark Sally Coble 

Barbara Smith Pat Caudle 

Ida Mae Kaspar Mary Hagan 

  

  

  

  

Bethel Lutheran Church 

Church Council & Board Members 

2019—2020 

  

President:   Preston Kissman Treasurer:  Kim Rutledge 

Vice-President:  Pat Kasper  Secretary:  Terry Paholek 

Financial Secretary:         Rosie Schoenfeld Head Usher:  Lance Lindsey 
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Bethel’s Preschool News 

Enrollment for the Fall:  Our classes are 
nearly full with just a few openings left.  If 
you know of someone that might need 
preschool/child care for a 2, 3 or 4 year old 
child, please pass the word along to them.  I 
will be very happy to give them more 
information and/or a tour of our preschool. 

We need a few more part-time staff 
especially for the afternoons.  If you would 

like more information about 
our program or possible job 
opportunities, please contact 
Debbie  Sadler at the 
preschool 
(preschool@blcbcs.org, 979-
485-9835 or 979-446-1578). 

Please continue to keep our 
preschool ministry in your 
prayers!  Thanks so much! 

Statistics show that our country’s younger generations 
— even those raised within the walls of our churches 
— are choosing to walk away from church. As we 
continue to see this trend, a question we hear repeated-
ly is “What are you doing for my kids and my grand-
kids?” 
 
In order to change tomorrow’s statistics, Lutheran 
Hour Ministries began actively reaching out to a 
younger demographic in what we declared to be a 

third mission field in the digital space – our phones, 
computers, social media, and websites. 
 
THRED was created out of this need for a safe environ-
ment for people of all backgrounds to ask personal 
questions and get honest answers about topics including 
life, faith, and Jesus. THRED is an online meeting place 
for both Christians and non-Christians to join together 
and talk about all kinds of topics through a network of 
online content based around relevant societal, personal, 
and relational topics that ignite conversations. 
 
Watch this short video from Rachel Legoute, LHM’s 
manager of digital development for Global Ministries, 
to learn how this program can make an impact because 
of YOU!  

https://vimeo.com/336868673  
 
Thank you so much for your generous support! Because 
of YOU, we can build connections with people who 
may not be familiar with the Gospel message.   

 

 

The Camp Lone Star Barbecue and Auction is just 
around the corner!  Plan to attend this reunion and open 
house celebration on Sunday, July 28th.  Activities kick 
off with special music by the Camp Lone Star Summer 
Counselors at 10:30 a.m. and then an outdoor service at 11 
a.m. with Rev. Ted Doering, from Narrative Church, 

preaching. A delicious barbecue meal is served fol-
lowing the service.  Come and be a part of this 
ministry!  The ever-popular FUNd-raiser live auc-
tion is held in the air-conditioned Koop Center 
from 1 – 3 pm.  Silent auction tables will also offer 
a fun way to support the camp. There’s bound to be 
at least one item just for you – it’s for a good 
cause! All are invited!  (For more information, a 
map to camp, or to donate an item to the auction, 
call 979-968-1657.) 

mailto:preschool@blcbcs.org
https://vimeo.com/336868673
https://t.e2ma.net/click/jry45v/v4wxxx/nq0s2jw
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Ladies Lunch Bunch - meets the 1st & 3rd Wednes-
days of each month  (June 19) at Blue Baker on Univer-
sity Dr. at 11:30 or whenever you can get there.  We'll 
gather for our devotion and have great conversation and 
food.  We hope you can join us for a spiritual respite 
from your hectic day. 
 
Ladies Tuesday Morning Bible Study meets 10:00
-11:15AM in room 232, led by Pastor Bard.  Child care 
is provided upon request only.  This class will meet 
through June 11th then take a break for the summer. 
 
FIT FOR CHRIST   —  Hey Ladies! We still meet on 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings (8:15) upstairs in 
room 240. Our workout consists of a warm up routine of 
walking, and then toning exercises which focus on upper 
or lower body or sometimes Pilates. We wrap up the 
time together with a devotion.  Child Care available.  

 
LWML Helping Hands will meet Monday, June 
10th at 9:00am in the Parish Hall.   All are welcome 
to come anytime between 9:00am—2pm to help tie 
quilts.  The quilts are shipped to Lutheran World Relief.  
http://lwr.org.   

Join Bethel’s Ladies and Men in Bible Study and Fellowship  

 

Men’s Monday Evening Bible Study & Fellowship 
Group meets at 7:00 PM in Room 232.   
They are doing a study on Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. 
This study is part of the LifeLight Bible study series of in-
depth studies of Bible books put out by Concordia Publish-
ing House (cph.org). The goal of LifeLight is that through a 
regular program of in-depth personal and group study of 
Scripture, more and more Christian adults may grow in their 
personal faith in Jesus Christ.  
 
 

Friday Morning Men's Bible Study/Breakfast 
Group each Friday morning at 6:30 AM in the Parish Hall. 
The Journey from Unbelief to Faith.  A DVD series 
with Rev. Dr. John Nunes.  This Bible study conveys in 
frank language the lives of individuals who traveled from the 
outer edge of unbelief and apathy to the Christ-centered faith 
they now devotedly embrace. 
 
 

 

If you have not discovered the Spiritual Gift the Lord 
has given you to do good works, as commanded by 
Ephesians 2:10; this is a reminder that the online test at 
https://gifts.churchgrowth.org is available at no charge 
to facilitate learning what they are. 
 
We began in the last issue of this E-Memo with the 
explanation of the gift of SERVICE.  In this issue we’ll 
explain the gift of EXHORTATION.  As an exhorter 
you are a very practical person, a good counselor, 
tolerant of others, serious minded, and usually 
impulsive.  You are expressive in group settings and 
comfortable working one-on-one or in groups.  You are 
enthusiastic and talkative and enjoy encouraging others.  
You are burdened to show how Scripture relates to 
conduct and have a desire to unify people by using 
practical rather than doctrinal issues.  You likely place 

great importance on God’s will and believe 
that His Word has the answer for every 
problem.  You tend to make decisions 
logically rather than on feelings and are 
orderly.  You have the willingness to teach the same 
material repeatedly, updating and perfecting as you go; and 
have the ability to leave counseling problems “at the 
office” rather than letting them get you down.  You must 
be aware of Satan’s attack on your gift as he will cause 
discouragement when the load gets heavy and pride 
because “your sheep” look up to you. 
 
HOW CAN YOU USE THIS GIFT? 
This gift is far reaching.  You may serve as a Sunday/Bible 
Class teacher, a small group leader, special ministry leader 
for youth, men or woman groups, etc, the list goes on! 

Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts 

From the Board of Stewardship 



7 

 

                                            Our Bethel Family 

The Lutheran Hour For the Month of June is 

sponsored to the glory of God by 

Tim & Elizabeth Donathen 

The 2019 Flower Chart for Altar flowers 
is in the Information Center by the eleva-
tor.  The cost is $30 per sponsorship and we 
will accept 3 sponsors each Sunday.   

We are needing more small coffee cans to help us de-
livery flowers to our homebound members.   Please bring 
them to the church office or place them in the Sacristy.   
Thank you. 

 
THE LUTHERAN HOUR  
is on KAGC, 1510 AM on Sun-
days at 12:30 p.m. sponsored by Bethel. If you would like, 
you can sponsor a week's broadcast for $25 or a month for 
$100. Thank you to all who have given to this ministry.  
The 2019 Sign Up Chart for The Lutheran Hour is in the 
Information Center by the elevator.  

The Duncan family would like to say thank-you  

to our Bethel family for the prayers, kind words, hugs, 

phone calls and cards you all gave to us. My sister, 

Gail Sewell, was a special woman and we will miss her 

very much. 

Blessings to you all 

Glenda, Bill, Nic and Emma Duncan 

 

Greetings to all our Friends at Bethel!  

I want to let you know that after 16 incredible years as 
campus pastor at University Lutheran Chapel in Col-
lege Station, Texas, I have accepted a call to be the pas-
tor at Concordia Lutheran Church in Frohna (Perry 
County), MO. Amy and I are excited to see what this 
next chapter of life brings, as the Lord leads us to a 
new place of service.  

One blessing will be that we are closer to both of our 
families, in St. Louis and Des Moines, for which we 
are very happy. At the same time, we will miss the 
wonderful students at Texas A&M--both American and 
international--and the many faithful friends we've made 
here in Texas. To God alone be the glory; come visit us 
in beautiful Frohna, MO! 

Pastor Paul & Amy Hoemann 

Anna Dombrowski 1 

Samantha Gaster  3  

Foster Ullmann  3  

Stacy Lucht  5  

Jack Montgomery  5  

Lance Hausenfluck  8  

Steve Silber  8  

Fred Synatschk  8  

Susan Gade  9  

Hannah Hildebrandt  9  

Peggy Schroeder  9  

Robert Pottberg  10  

Robert Schreiner 11 

Jim Sutherland 13  

Brad Hildebrandt  18  

Katie McCallum  18  

Hannah Schmid  18  

Tommy Thompson  18  

Ruthann Stroud  19  

Rachel Ullmann  19  

Kenneth Jones  20 

Merritt Clark 21  

Ben Pannkuk  21  

Irene Luther  24  

Kathy Bard  25  

Allan Davis  25  

Ellen Sinclair  25  

Barbara Sutton 25 

Kris Wheeler  25  

Nathan Spence  26  

Sam Hildebrandt  27  

Brett Mahnke  27  

Doak Dunkin 28 

Alyssa Zucker 29 

Donna Beto  30  

Jordyn Pfeffer  30  
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4221 Boonville Rd, Bryan, Texas  77802 
Phone: (979) 822-2742  |  FAX: (979) 822-4082 

www.BLCbcs.org  |  office@BLCbcs.org 
Preschool phone: 485-9835 or cell: 446-1578 

 

Staff: 
Rev. Randall Bard, Senior Pastor, (979) 422-0046 
 

Rev. K. Lynn Stroud, Pastor Emeritus 
 

Mr. Randall Moerbe, Director of Christian Education 
 

Mr. Jeff Bellach, Director of Christian Education, Elect. 
 

Mrs. Debbie Sadler, Dir., Bethel Lutheran Preschool 
 

Mrs. Kathy Herwald, Director of Operations 
 

Mrs. Ruthann Stroud, Church Secretary  
 

Mrs. Connie Bard, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
 

Mr. Nic Duncan, Facilities Manager 
 

Mrs. Katie Bentley, Office Assistant 
 

Mr. Jeremy Shilling, His Praise Band Leader 

Join us for …...  

Saturday Night  

            Worship at 5PM and Bible Class at 6PM 

Sunday Mornings 

   8:30 AM Divine Service (Traditional) 

9:30 AM Fellowship Time 

   10:00 AM Bible Class/SS 

11:15 AM Divine Service (Contemporary) 

Holy Communion is served on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th weekends 

of the month. 

Church Office Hours 

Mondays—Thursdays  9am - 5pm 
Fridays    9am - 3pm 


