E-Memo to The Saints
March 7—21, 2019

Making Disciples!

Senior Pastor Call Update
SPECIAL VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY IS SET FOR 24
MARCH 2019 @ 1 PM FOR THE PURPOSE OF
ELECTING THE SENIOR PASTOR.
As a review of the time line and process to date:
1. This call was initiated on 8 JAN 2019 by the Board
of Elders, at a regularly scheduled meeting.
2. Nominations were collected from 9 JAN 2019
through 27 JAN 2019. There were one hundred(100)
members who submitted nominations, resulting in ten
(10) nominees.
3. A ministry description was made available beginning
the weekend of 12 JAN 2019 and is still currently
available. Copies may be found on the Elder’s credenza.
4. Town hall meetings were held during Bible classes
the weekend of 19 & 20 JAN 2019 to discuss the reason for the call and to layout the process.
5. Bethel’s Circuit Visitor, Pastor Gruhn, was invited to
and attended Bethel’s call committee meeting on 5
FEB 2019.
6. Bethel’s Senior Pastor call packet was submitted to
the Texas District on 7 FEB 2019, requesting information on the ten (10) Pastors nominated.
7. Bethel’s call packet was returned to our Circuit Visitor on 17 FEB 2019. Of the ten (10) nominations,
four (4) were removed by the District President. The
District President made no additions.
8. The information on the remaining (6) nominees was
made available to the call committee members on 19
FEB 2019, during our previously scheduled meeting.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

All call committee members were instructed to review
and prayerfully consider these nominees to discuss at
our next meeting. Our Circuit Visitor was also in attendance at this meeting.
All (6) remaining nominees were contacted by our Administrative Liaison, Rod McCallum, at the request of
Adam Janac, to ask if they would consider a call to
Bethel Lutheran Church as the Senior Pastor. Out of
the six (6), there were two (2) who asked to be removed from consideration and four (4) who stated they
would prayerfully consider a call to Bethel.
On 5 MARCH 2019, the call committee met again and
voted to finalize the Senior Pastor candidates’ ballot by
voting to include all (4) remaining nominees. Additionally, a vote was held to select a nominee as the Board
of Elder’s recommendation.
As instructed by Bethel’s bylaws, (Section VI, A, 1,
a.), which states: “The Board of Elders then shall present a list of nominees and their recommendations for
consideration on two (2) consecutive Sundays. Thereafter, at either a regular or a special meeting of the
Voter’s Assembly, to which the Circuit Visitor shall be
invited, the Voter’s Assembly shall seek to elect a Pastor.”
The Board of Elders is now presenting the list of nominees, the ballot of candidates, and our candidate recommendation, through the weekends of 10 MARCH
2019 and 17 MARCH 2019.
A Special Voter’s Meeting has been set for 24
MARCH 2019 @ 1 PM to elect the Senior Pastor at
Bethel Lutheran Church.

Any questions and/or comments may
be directed to your elder and/or;
Adam Janac, (979) 575-2841,
adam.janac@outlook.com

From the Board of Stewardship
Time, Talent & Treasure
Surveys—It’s never too late
to turn them in to the church
office!
Bethel OWLS
(Older, Wiser, Lutheran Souls)
March 21, 2019 at Noon

in the Parish Hall
Fifteen OWLS met on Thursday, February
21 for their monthly potluck. Larry Piper led
the opening prayer.
Judy Bell introduced Carmen
Maxwell, Assistant Director of
the local SOS Ministries, who
spoke on the SOS Ministries
Program and Volunteer Opportunities. See https://
saveourstreetsministries.org/. Judy then discussed her personal experiences with the SOS Ministries and local skilled
nursing programs, including the care provided to her husband by the Generations Center for Senior Living in Bryan.
Please join us for the next Potluck on Thursday, March
21st. Our guest speaker TBA. Bring a dish of food and a
friend and join us for fun and fellowship. See you there.

Bethel offers
Lenten Devotional Worship
each Wednesday night starting March 13 thru April 10 at
Noon and 6:45 PM. With a meal served from 5:15 to 6:30
with a cost of $4/person with a max of $12/family.
Menus:
March 13—Sandwiches, Chips, Fruit
March 20—King Ranch, Lettuce Salad, Fruit
March 27—Pot Roast, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans
April 3—Quiche, Spinach Salad, Fruit
April 10—Spaghetti, Caesar Salad, Bread

Lenten Daily Devotions in Emails,
Podcast, or Booklets

People of the Passion
Bethel’s Board of Witness/Outreach is making available
Lenten Devotion booklets from Lutheran Hour Ministries.
You can read People of the Passion or hear it as a podcast. During the Lenten season, you can receive these devotions as a daily e-mail, beginning on Ash Wednesday,
March 6. Go online to www.lhm.org/lent for all these

Coming Soon: “Disciples Living
as Grace-filled Stewards”
The weekend of March 16 & 17 we
will begin a Sunday Bible study series
focusing on discipleship and stewardship. Jesus has called
each of us to be His disciples. As His disciples, we follow
Him and learn from Him as we read and study His Word. His
love for us compels us to go and encourage others to follow
Him and become His disciples.
Acknowledging that all we are and have are gifts from God,
we become His faithful stewards who manage all that has been
entrusted to us. God honors us with the privilege of being His
disciples who live as grace-filled stewards. Pastor Bard will
teach this in his class downstairs and DCE Randy Moerbe will
teach it to Pete’s class upstairs. Let us all pray that this fourweek emphasis Disciples Living as Grace-filled Stewards
will bless us and draw us closer to Jesus in our spiritual
journey.
WEDNESDAY LENTEN SCHEDULE
Noon – Lenten Devotional Service
5:15 PM – Lenten Meal (served until
6:30 PM)
5:30 PM – Handbells
6:45 PM – Lenten Devotional Service
7:30 PM – Sanctuary Choir
CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE
Wednesday March 20 & April 3 – Immediately following church.
Fun Family Wednesday (and regular Confirmation schedule) resumes
April 24, May 1 & May 8.

versions. OR pick up a printed copy in the narthex on the
Elders Credenza.
With Lent comes the period in the church year
when the love of God as expressed in the bitter suffering
and death of His Son Jesus is contemplated among Christians. This year's Lenten devotions from LHM, People of
the Passion, give readers the sense of wonder at how God
could love us so much that He would do this—sacrifice His
only Son —on our behalf.

From the Board of Community Service

Baby Shower for Hope Pregnancy
Praise God for Life! Ten young ladies have made the decision to keep their newborn babies and
we have a wonderful opportunity to help them. The Board of Community Service is sponsoring
a baby shower for all ten of these girls as they complete a 12-week parenting and pregnancy
education class called Hope's Gathering. We need help from the congregation! The shower
will be held at Hope Pregnancy on Monday, April 1 from 5:30 - 6:30 and we will provide decorations, refreshments and a game for the attendees. What we still need is a few people to
attend the shower and baby gifts for each of the 10 newborns. Since they will be together at the
shower, the gift bags need to be similar. Check out the display in the narthex and
sign up to buy some of the items that are needed. We will gladly accept monetary
donations and purchase items if needed. Thank the Lord for this exciting opportunity!

Event: Run for the House 5K
Run/2K Walk
Saturday, March 23
Registration: 7:00 AM, Start Time: 8:00 AM
Location: Wolf Pen Creek Park, CS
Contact: David Hatteberg (979) 823-7200 Ext. 105
Email:
dhatteberg@habitatbcs.org
Run for the House is an annual fun run to support Bryan/
College Station Habitat for Humanity's mission to build decent,
affordable homes in partnership with low-income families in
our community. Runners and walkers of all ages and fitness

Mad Taco is promoting Family Promise
of B-CS with two specials

for this month, sales of which will benefit FP, and a profit
share at each location.
FP will get a portion of all sales for the day, regardless of
time, and no need to collect receipts. Tell your friends!

levels are welcome! Each participant will receive a
Run for the House t-shirt and goody bag that includes
a ReStore coupon.
This year, Run for the House will, once again, take
place at Wolf Pen Creek Park. The race is a closed
course and will start at the Wolf Pen Creek Ampitheater and finish at the Wolf Pen Creek playground.
We look forward to seeing you there!
Go online to register.
https://raceroster.com/events/2019/19646/run-for-thehouse-2019
WEDNESDAYS
March 13th - University/Texas Avenue location
404 Jane Street, CS
979-704-6266
March 27th - Greens Prairie location
1664 Greens Prairie Rd W, CS
979-704-6137

Bethel’s Preschool News
Preschool registration is taking place now for the 2019
-2020 school year. Currently our classes are full for the
4 year olds and we are starting a Waiting List. We do
have openings still for the 2 and the 3 year old
classes. The children need to be 2 by September 1,
2019, to qualify for our program. We follow the Bryan
school calendar. Several options for the days of the
week and the times you may need are offered.
Preschool classes are from 8:30-12:00 noon. “Early
Bird” is from 7:15-8:30 and Extended Care pick up
times of 1:00, 3:00 or 5:30 P.M. are offered. For more
information or to get a tour, please call Debbie Sadler
(979-485-9835 or 979-446-1578). We are always

happy to answer any questions you
may have!
The Preschool will be closed the
week of March 11-15 for Spring
Break.
Please continue to keep the preschool
children, families and the staff in your
prayers. Prayers for good health for our children and
staff would be greatly appreciated!
Since we are in the process of planning for the 20192020 school year while finishing up this school year we
ask for prayers for guidance, wisdom and also prayers
for the families that will be with us next year. Thanks
so much!

From DCE Randy & Board of Parish Ed

LCMS NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING—

We have been blessed with some generous special gifts
from some of our members toward this event this
summer. As we have some families with multiple
children going, as well as some single parents with a
child attending we’re going to need all the help we can
get!. The following paragraph is from the Gathering
website (lcmsgathering.org):
Held every 3 years since 1980, the LCMS Youth
Gathering provides thousands of youth and adults the
opportunity to come together as a community of God’s
people to learn more about Jesus Christ, the Christian
faith and their Lutheran identity. The next Gathering
will be held on July 11-15, 2019 in Minneapolis, MN
and will be attended by over 25,000 youth and
adults. During the five days of the Gathering, youth
spend time together in God’s word, worship, service,
and fellowship with others from across the synod. This
event is organized by LCMS Youth Ministry in Saint
Louis, MO.
Our flight leaves Hobby Airport at 6:45 AM on the
11th. We are contracting with Ground Shuttle services
for transportation to the airport on the 11th and home on
the 15th. Again, thanks for your continued support.
NOTHING BUNDT CAKES We will have the
Bundtlet cakes and cards available Saturday and Sunday
March 23 & 24. Thanks to all who ordered with us.
TAMALE FUNDRAISER FOR THE NATIONAL
GATHERING - We do have a fundraiser in the works
to sell tamales and will soon be taking orders with
delivery Easter Saturday. More details will be coming
soon. As always thank you for your support of our 26
youth and 6 adults heading to Minneapolis this
summer.
MEAL PRIOR TO
MARCH 24 VOTERS MEETING
Currently we are trying to arrange for a meal
to be served prior to the 1 PM Voters
meeting. Please watch for more details on
this.

DCE CALL PROCESS –
The DCE Call committee started with a list of
seventeen names. Of these four asked not to be
considered and six others have taken Calls since their
names were put on our list and so cannot be
considered by us. Of the remaining seven names the
DCE Call Committee will go forward with doing
Skype interviews with the four top
candidates. Following these interviews, we will
decide on bringing one or more of these candidates in
for a visit to Bethel to meet with the Call Committee,
youth, staff, etc. It is our hope to have a DCE Call
recommendation for the same Voter’s Meeting in May
where we consider the Associate Pastor Call. As
always we solicit your prayers for guidance as we
move forward.
2019 YOUTH QUAKE REPORT:
We had one of our larger groups attend the February
22-24 Youth Quake in San Antonio, with 24 youth and
6 adults spending the weekend at the Airport
Doubletree. The theme was “Diverge,” using Romans
12:2 as the theme verse (Do not conform any longer to
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test
and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing
and perfect will.).
This event is one of the few that reaches down to the
younger youth. One of our first time Quake
participants was reaching a time in her life when she
was just resistant to the church. Her mom said that
getting her to church on Sundays was at best an
effort. Then Quake happened. She formed not only
new relationships within the church (and now has
friends she sits with in church) but a “switch flipped”
with her relationship to Jesus. Now instead of being
reluctant for church she’s leading the charge on
Sundays and Wednesdays to get here. Such is the
power of the Holy Spirit through events like these.
Bethel has had youth attend Youth Quake since, well,
forever. It’s been at least for the thirty-five years that
I’ve been here. While the Quake organization has had
some changes through the years, they still maintain a
solid “grace through faith” message and continues to
be a blessing to Bethel’s Youth Ministry.

Join Bethel’s Ladies in Bible Study and Fellowship
Ladies Lunch Bunch - meets the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of each month (March 20) at Blue Baker on University Dr. at 11:30 or whenever you can get
there. We'll gather for our devotion and have great conversation and food. We hope you can join us for a spiritual respite from your hectic day.

Ladies Tuesday Morning Bible Study meets 10:00
-11:15AM in room 232, led by Pastor Bard. Child care
is provided upon request only.

FIT FOR CHRIST — Hey Ladies! We still meet on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings (8:15) upstairs in
room 240. Our workout consists of a warm up routine of
walking, and then toning exercises which focus on upper
or lower body or sometimes Pilates. We wrap up the
time together with a devotion. Child Care available.

LWML Helping Hands will meet Monday, March 11
at 8:30am in the Parish Hall. All are welcome to
come anytime between 8:30am—2pm to help tie quilts.
The quilts are shipped to Lutheran World Relief. http://
lwr.org.

Thank You
Thanks to everyone that attended the Retreat on Saturday, February 23. We had 53 people attend and Donna
Coppersmith did an awesome job. Stay tuned ... we'll do
it again in 2020.

Monthly LWML Mites will be collected
on March 30-31.
Change in LWML - Lutheran Women in
Mission Meeting for April 1.
Instead of having our monthly meeting in April, the
Lutheran Women for Mission will be participate in the
Baby Shower for Hope Pregnancy that same day. This
will serve as our service project for April. So no meeting in the Parish Hall that evening.

Save the Date
Lutheran Women in Mission
Bluebonnet Zone Spring Workshop
April 27 from 9-2
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Speaker: Rachel Norris from Joy Pottery
Cost: $8.00/includes lunch
RSVP to Rosie Schoenfeld if you are interested in attending.

Save the Date
Mother/Daughter Supper
Monday, May 6 at 6 pm
More information to follow.

Join Bethel’s Men in Bible Study and Fellowship
Men’s Monday Evening Bible Study & Fellowship Group
meets at 7:00 PM in Room 232. They are studying LHM's
Men's Network study titled: Out of Nothing: The Word, Creation and Faith by Rev. Steve Misch.

Living with Grief Learn how to cope with Grief
Sundays, at 4PM
in Room 240

Bethel is hosting a biblical study for those who have
suffered the loss of a loved one, following a nationally
recognized curriculum sponsored by GriefShare. This
program is designed to encourage us to look at our loss
and its impact on our lives from God’s perspective.
We will learn that grief is a natural response to the loss
of a loved one and that there is relief, purpose, and joy
in the future.
Please join us for an upbeat and refreshing understanding of what God has done for us and his plan for our
lives.

Friday Morning Men's Bible Study/Breakfast
Group each Friday morning at 6:30 AM in the Parish
Hall. The Journey from Unbelief to Faith. A DVD
series with Rev. Dr. John Nunes. This Bible study
conveys in frank language the lives of individuals who
traveled from the outer edge of unbelief and apathy to
the Christ-centered faith they now devotedly embrace.

Coping with Caregiver Stress
Free Seminar
Tuesday, March 19 at 6PM

Christ United Methodist Church
4201 Hwy 6 South, CS
Come learn the best techniques from internationally recognized expert & published author Tam Cummings, PhD.
She has helped thousands of families and professional care
partners throughout to understand the stages of dementia
and the process of the disease.
Space is limited! Reserve a seat for you and a friend by
calling 979-704-6600 or online at mrcthelangford.org/
events.
Sponsored by The Langford at College Station and
Crestview of Bryan.

Thrivent Choice Dollar Program
Update
The Thrivent Choice Dollar Committee would like to
take this opportunity to thank Thrivent Members for
designating their charitable dollars to Bethel Lutheran
Church. The following projects were funded in 2018:
1. Small Catechisms to be distributed to new members in the Life with God sessions. Having a reference to Lutheran beliefs is very important.
2. Portable grill for youth. Especially needed when
taking VBS program to South Padre Island.
3. Chair for office of staff member.
4. Communion trays.
5. White paraments for altar with cross on them
6. New beautiful brass Advent wreath with new candles.
7. Two concrete benches placed outside on either
side of doors. Especially appreciated by older
members waiting for transportation.
8. Hand-bells to complete set and replace a few handles.

9. Couch for DCE office to replace three worn chairs.
10.Tools needed for general repairs at Bethel.
11.Two new electric skillets for youth. Very helpful when
preparing tacos.
The committee asks that you contact Thrivent during March to
designate Bethel Lutheran Church for 2019 Charitable Dollars.
1-800-Thrivent or Thrivent.com. Questions, please contact
David Bronstad at 979-777-0985.
If you have a project for the Thrivent Choice Dollar committee
to consider funding, contact Rita Baumann (979-774-7273) or
Liesel Bronstad (979-777-4864). Forms are available in the
church office.
Again, Thank you for designating your available charitable
dollars to Bethel Lutheran Church.
Rita Baumann, Liesel Bronstad, Jim Wuthrich, Terry Paholek,
and Frank Duchmasclo

Summer Discounts Ending Soon
By registering before
March 15, you can save
$40 of the full cost of an
overnight week-long session at Camp or $20 of a 2
-night or weekend session. This discount will automatically be applied to the camper's registration.
If you have two or more children attending a camp session this summer, take an additional $30 off for a weeklong overnight sessions and $15 off a 2-night session per
child!

There is no deadline for discounted prices on Day Camp
sessions. Day Camp is discounted by the number of weeks
your child attends. Three or four weeks allow a $10/week
discount. Five or more weeks allow a $20/week discount.
To view the Summer Camp Schedule, click here!
This discount will end on March 14 at 11:59 PM - click
here to register today! And if you experience any difficulties while registering or have any
questions, please don't hesitate to
email at lomt@lomt.com or call
our office at 979-968-1657.

GET YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW!

Have you ever considered
becoming a pastor or deaconess?
If so, Rev. Scott Holder from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
would like to meet with you at University Lutheran Chapel on
Tuesday, March 26 between 3:00 and 7:00 pm. Rev. Holder is
interested in meeting with prospective students of all ages
elementary school age through adults. Appointments are individual, informal and family/friends are welcome to come with
you. Appointments are not necessary but encouraged. If you
are interested in scheduling a specific time, please contact Rev.
Holder at 314.505.7225 or holders@csl.edu.

for the Rise Against Hunger
St. Patrick’s Day themed dinner
by University Lutheran Chapel!
Sunday, March 17 at 5pm and
7pm At the Chapel, 315 College
Main, CS.
Donations welcome, all proceeds go toward our 2020
meal packing for Rise Against Hunger.

RSVP: 979-846-6687 by March 8

Our Bethel Family

Lee Price
Travis Thompson
Jared Klatt
Linda Maples
Dana Muller
Jarod Pratt
Cali Engram
Natalie Jochen
Fredrick Kuhlmann
Brian Spence
Samantha Clements
Caleb Groves
Kori Scheffler
Diana Tomlin
Tim Gade
Heidi Murphy
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Joyce Sutherland
Daniel Jaeger
Jackson Shilling
James Burnett
Kristie Clark
Karen Guyton
Ernest Koeplin
Brad Lenz
Jim Smith
Lilo Sanchez
Liz Burnett
Jennifer Dunkin
Delayna Hold
Amy Motquin
Lenora Garcia
Luke Palasota
Bryce Sinclair
Terry Frazier
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Bill Wieghat
Frank Duchmasclo
Katie Bentley
Sadie Hausenfluck
Pat Caudle
Grant Flippin
Eunice LePori
Barbara Kasper
Kelli Kindt
Flo Schaffer
Brooke Scott
Talon Engram
Bruce Theiss
Bryan Theiss
Haley Schautschick
Jacob Brown
Martha Delovio
James Ellison
Lisa Paholek
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26
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27
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To Our Bethel Family,
Thanks so much for your prayers
after my knee replacement surgery. I am doing well now going
to therapy twice a week. I’m so
thankful to be a part of This Bethel Family.

Phillip Smith

The 2019 Flower Chart for Altar
flowers is in the Information Center by
the elevator. The cost is $30 per sponsorship and we will accept 3 sponsors
each Sunday.

THE LUTHERAN HOUR is on KAGC, 1510 AM on
Sundays at 12:30 p.m. sponsored by Bethel. If you
would like, you can sponsor a week's broadcast for $25
or a month for $100. Thank you to all who have given
to this ministry.
The 2019 Sign Up Chart for The Lutheran Hour is
in the Information Center by the elevator.

The Lutheran Hour for the Month of March is
sponsored to the glory of God by

David and Rita Baumann

The theme for our 2019 LFL Regional Conferences, March 23,
2019 at Living Word Lutheran
Church in Grapevine, TX and our
Life Sunday theme for 2020 is “Did
God Really Say?” You know the genesis of that phrase, but Satan has perfected the technique of
asking that question without really asking that question. And he knows how to patiently and methodically ask variations of that question in order to make small incremental steps toward his goal.
Click below to go online for more information. https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Did-GodReally-Say-.html?soid=1123257853860&aid=YSaCd24AIVU

The Voice of Our Witness in the New Layman
Faith-based research and tailor-made resources are featured in the March-April issue of The Lutheran Layman. Check
out how Lutheran Hour Ministry's latest offerings can empower our spiritual dialogues, helping us turn our reluctance to
speak about Jesus into an attitude of eager readiness. It's true. We can all become better conversationalists on spiritual
matters. Read More about it at www.lhm.org/layman.

4221 Boonville Rd, Bryan, Texas 77802
Phone: (979) 822-2742 | FAX: (979) 822-4082
www.BLCbcs.org | office@BLCbcs.org
Preschool phone: 485-9835 or cell: 446-1578
Staff:
Rev. Randall Bard, Pastor, (979) 422-0046
Rev. K. Lynn Stroud, Pastor Emeritus
Mr. Randall Moerbe, Director of Christian Education
Mrs. Debbie Sadler, Dir., Bethel Lutheran Preschool
Mrs. Kathy Herwald, Director of Operations
Mrs. Ruthann Stroud, Church Secretary
Mrs. Connie Bard, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Mr. Nic Duncan, Facilities Manager
Mrs. Katie Bentley, Office Assistant
Mr. Jeremy Shilling, His Praise Band Leader

March 7—21, 2019
Join us for …...
Saturday Night
Worship at 5PM and Bible Class at 6PM
Sunday Mornings
8:30 AM
Divine Service (Traditional)
9:30 AM
Fellowship Time
10:00 AM Bible Class/SS
11:15 AM
Divine Service (Contemporary)
Holy Communion is served on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th
weekends of the month.
Lenten Wednesday Worship—March 13th— April
10th — 12:00PM & 6:45 PM

Church Office Hours
Mondays—Thursdays
Fridays

9am - 5pm
9am - 3pm

